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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
applicant's admitted prior art (AAPA) in view of U.S. Patent Application Publication 
2004/0120252 A1, Bowen, JR. et al. (Bowen). 

Regarding claims 1 and 5, AAPA discloses, the method of claim 1 and an 
apparatus of claim 5 for performing the method "for extracting packetized data from a 
SONET/SDH signal, said apparatus comprising: a) SONET/SDH signal processing 
means for processing the SONET/SDH signal to provide a deskewed data stream 
(figure 1, element 16); b) a demapper coupled to said SONET/SDH signal processing 
means for demapping the data stream to produce a stream of packets (figure 1, element 
20); c) a packet buffer coupled to said demapper for temporarily storing the packets 
(figure 1, element 22)." 

However, AAPA lacks what Bowen discloses, "d) a fullness monitor coupled to 
the packet buffer and the demapper (specification, page 3, paragraph 34, lines 3-5 
where as with applicant's demapper, the apparatus of Bowen is used to control the flow 
of packets from the apparatus to the buffer, therefore the apparatus of Bowen, while not 
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explicitly showing a demapper, is functionally equivalent to applicant's demapper with 
regard to flow control; it should also be further noted that the apparatus of Bowen can 
be used in any packet based system, regardless of protocol, for flow control purposes, 
this is described in the specification, page 3, paragraph 33) for monitoring the fullness of 
the packet buffer and adjusting the rate of the demapper {figure 1, element 6 is the 
control used to monitor the fullness of the buffer), wherein said demapper operates at a 
first rate when the fullness of the buffer is below a fullness threshold (specification, page 
4, paragraph 43, lines 15-17), and said demapper operates at a second rate when the 
fullness of the buffer is at or above the fullness threshold (specification, page 4, 
paragraph 43, lines 12-14)." 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to include the buffer fullness monitoring and appropriate response to the buffer 
fullness monitoring for the purpose of providing flow control to the system (Bowen, 
specification, page 3, paragraph .33, lines 14-18). The motivation for providing flow 
control is to protect the system from overload conditions that will decrease performance. 

Regarding claims 2 and 6, AAPA lacks what Bowen further discloses, "the first 
rate is faster than the input rate of the SONET/SDH signal (specification, page 4, 
paragraph 36 shows the equation relating the first and second rate f(t) to the input rate 
O(t) and a factor T(t), where, as seen in the first table, when B(t)=1, which corresponds 
to a fullness condition, the factor T(t) plus some value, give the possible outcome of the 
first rate being larger than the input rate)." It would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
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skill in the art at the time of invention to have the first rate larger than the input rate for 
the same reasons and motivation as in claims 1 and 5. 

Regarding claims 3 and 7, AAPA lacks what Bowen further discloses, "the 
second rate is substantially equal to the input rate of the SONET/SDH signal 
(specification, page 4, where the first table shows the distinct possibility, for a B(t)*1 
condition, that the second rate (simply a rate change of the first rate) will be 
substantially equal to the input rate, e.g. when T(t)=1)." It would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to have the second rate 
substantially equal to the input rate for the same reasons and motivation as in claims 2 
and 6. 

Regarding claims 4 and 8, AAPA lacks what Bowen further discloses, "the first 
rate is substantially the maximum rate of the demapper (specification, page 4, 
paragraph 43, lines 6-8 where the rate is determined based on a maximum of the flow in 
the apparatus)." It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of invention to have the first rate substantially the maximum to the input rate for the 
same reasons and motivation as in claims 3 and 7. 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Joshua Kading whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3070. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F: 8:30AM-5PM. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chau Nguyen can be reached on (571) 272-3126. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Joshua Kading 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2661 



May 10, 2005 



